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There is a glimmer of hope for a small number of displaced 
Syrian people rebuilding their lives in Istanbul, Turkey, 
thanks to a community-run initiative called Small Projects 
Istanbul, a volunteer organisation that focuses on providing 
education and community support for displaced refugees. 
 

Drop Earrings Not Bombs is a creative, community-led jewellery 
project which partners with Small Projects Istanbul’s Olive Tree 
Women’s Craft Collective. Together they provide not only a 
support network for displaced Syrians, but also a way for this 
small group of people to earn an income.
 
This community group craft and weave bright, bold and beautiful 
teardrop earrings, which are then sold all over the world. The men 
and women involved in the Drop Earrings Not Bombs project, 
some of whom have no other ways of earning money, are paid 
for the earrings they make. The community centre that hosts the 
group provides childcare, which makes this possible.
 
The collaborative project brings together a small group of Syrian 
men and women who live in the Fatih district, on the European 
side of Istanbul, within walking distance of the Small Projects 
Istanbul community centre.  

The project is the combined creation of the displaced people within 
Small Projects Istanbul, together with a group of international 
volunteers who met on Samos Island in the winter of 2015.
 
The great majority of refugees in Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan 
lived in terrible conditions with barely any humanitarian support 
or financial opportunities. The idea of Drop Earrings Not Bombs 
was conceived to give a small group of people a stable income 
and to help with their social integration skills such as learning the 
Turkish language, leadership, financial literacy and marketing. 
 
The Drop Earrings Not Bombs project commenced in May 2016, 
just over a year ago.  As a team, the group utilise the very precise 
skills and craftsmanship they have in metalwork and threadwork 
to craft these beautiful teardrop earrings, which have sold 
remarkably well all over the world. The earrings have travelled 
as far as Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong, Australia, New Zealand, 
Spain, Portugal, England, America, Canada and Iceland.

The Drop Earrings Not Bombs design is based on a Peruvian 
threading technique known as ganutell, an art form using 
colourful string and silk to craft patterns overlaying each other.  
Although not originally used to craft earrings, this technique is 
used to make Drop Earrings Not Bombs jewellery pieces.
 
A man called Paulo, originally from Nepal, came up with the 
original design for Drop Earrings Not Bombs whilst working with 
the creative group.  Paulo left Small Projects Istanbul after a few 
months and now all new designs are conceived and modified by 
the group as a collaborative effort.
 
It is not only women who craft Drop Earrings Not Bombs jewellery 
pieces in the Small Projects Istanbul community; the metalwork 
required for each frame is assembled by one of three men, who 
are all from the same family.  First the community decide on the 
types of metal they will use and how the metal will be plated. They 
then work on the finer details of design and individual threading 
patterns. The current collection of Drop Earrings Not Bombs 
jewellery pieces are the combined creative effort of 29 individuals, 
and design and colour schemes are constantly evolving.
 
Earring materials are sourced from the city centre of Istanbul, 
where Small Projects Istanbul is based. The Eminönü Bazaar and 
Kadiköy Market are the main sources for materials, as well as 
two metal shops with both silver and gold plating services.  Many 
shops in the bazaars sell the threads, beads, hooks and wires 
needed to craft Drop Earrings Not Bombs jewellery pieces.
 
Right now, there are 30 people involved in the Drop Earrings Not 
Bombs project: 26 people are displaced Syrians, two are from Jordan 
and there is one volunteer from the UK, and another from Australia.
 
British volunteer Catie Jarman is the project coordinator for the 
Drop Earrings Not Bombs project. Catie explains that the world 
‘refugees’ is not generally used; instead the individuals in the 
group are referred to as displaced people. “We think the word 
refugee has been stigmatised too much, and takes the whole 
issue away from a very human aspect towards a kind of political 
factual issue”, Catie tells us.
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“Many have been living here for over six years, when the war in 
Syria started, so now they have lost the title of refugee; many 
people have work and residence permits in Turkey, and a lot of their 
children have now integrated into Turkish schools“, Catie says.

Catie is working towards enabling the group to learn the skills 
required to organise, manage and advocate for themselves. 
The idea is for the group to market and sell their products 
and to communicate with their customers, without relying on 
English-speaking volunteers. “We are in a transition phase at the 
moment, where we are working together and learning from each 
other, and hopefully in the end, the project will be completely 
self-managed”, Catie says.

To take over the promotional side of the project, some 
participants have been taking computer lessons.  This will 
improve their email communication skills and ability to work on 
the e-commerce side of the business. There is a steady plan for 
next year, in which some of the group will learn to speak Turkish 
and some will focus on improving their English-language skills.
  
The long-term goal is for the Drop Earrings Not Bombs team to decide 
on the kind of products they might like to make, where to source their 
materials and to decide on the wage they should pay themselves. 
 
Another discussion has been to establish whether the group 
can sell locally, perhaps targeting customers who may have an 
interest in ethically produced wares.
 
Buying a beautiful object is one thing, but with Drop Earrings Not 
Bombs there is the option of purchasing an attractive fashion 
accessory which also helps other people. Here at Junkies, we are 
all for this sort of responsible consumerism.
 

  “We are in a transition phase 
at the moment, where we are 

working together and learning 
from each other…”

Drop Earrings Not Bombs earrings are available to buy online, on 
a donation basis.  The money donated per pair of earrings goes 
to Small Projects Istanbul, which in turn supports the men and 
women involved in the Olive Tree Women’s Craft Collective, and 
their families. 


